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SHEW. 


HAT your lordſhips memo- 
rialiſt having anxiouſly con- 
templated the dangerous ſitua- 
tion into which Great-Britain 
is brought, in conſequence of thoſe raſh 
counſels which involved us in this unna- 
| tural 
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_ 1 ſo — co- operated with the 


machinations of our antient enemies and 
their allies, that the ſtorm of their united 
malice is now ready to burſt upon our 


heads; and feeling it a duty, incumbent on 


him, reſpectfully to tender his ſentiments 
to your lordſhips at ſo critical a ſeaſon ; he 
cannot but take notice, that, from a va- 
riety of intelligence, there is cauſe to ap- 
prehend, that the Britiſh ſettlemeats in 


India are not only diſtracted by internal 
factions, but that external cauſes alſo add 
to their inſecurity, and indicate threatened 


hoſtilities : — that our Weſt India poſſe 


ſions are now apparently held on a very 


precarious tenure, ſince we know the na- 
tural dependence of thoſe iſſands upon 
the great continent of North Amevica, 
and underſtand that a great naval force is 
collected in that quarter by France and 
Spain: — that in Europe, alſo; thoſe" 
monarchies have put themſelves into a 

| poſture 
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poſture of offence, and menace towards 
this kingdom and Ireland : — and that 
-the low ſtate of our public funds muſt be 
eſteemed no flight evidence of our public 
danger. | | 


But a more immediate cauſe of alarm 
to your lordſhips memorialiſt is, a treaty, 
which the crown of France is confidently 
ſaid to have entered into with the Ame- 
rican congreſs, and thereby to have ad- 
mitted the United Colonies to the rank 


of independent ſtates ; eſpecially as your 


lordſhips memorialiſt conſiders this as a 
| prelude to a ſimilar compliment from 
every ſtate in the. French intereſt, and 
to the ſupport intended them by the 
whole confederacy. 


Your lordſhips metnorialiſt is therefore 
cf opinion, that, if all our vigilance, 


wiſdom, and fpirit, be not exerted in a 


conjunCcture of ſo much peril, an imme- 
BE _ diate 


( ww ) 


diate. and moſt unequal war upon this 
country is inevitable. 


Beſides, it appears to your lordſhips 
memorialiſt, that the United Colonies of 
America, with potent kingdoms ready to 
declare in their favour and to call off their 
invaders to a defenſive war in their own 
dominions, are no longer to be trifled 
with, nor are they to be lured into any 
reliance upon the future determinations 
of a parliament which they think has 
wronged them, and which they will 
naturally diſtruſt, until, by acts as un- 
equivocal as thoſe which cauſed them to 
take up arms, they ſhall be convinced 
that it is ſafe to lay them down again. 
And it ſhould be remembered, that tho 
inſerting of any doubtful expreſſions, or 
undefined powers, in the propoſed acts 
and. commiſſions, would be putting every 
thing in the power of the congreſs, (who 
have been ſaid, on this fide of the wa- 
ter, 


FF. 

ter, to have intereſts ſeparate from thoſe 
of their conſtituents,) becauſe they, ras 
ther than our commiſſioners, - would 
doubtleſs be confided in by the. people, as 
their interpreters: but, ſhould all the 
feats and jealouſies of the people be i 
extinguiſhed, by language and declara- 
tions that none could miſunderſtand, 
and they ſhould know, of a certamty, 


that the parliament of Great-Britain on- 


ly demanded their concurrence in the 
common and mutual good of the two 
countries, on the terms of afſent and 
voluntary agreement, which alone can 
conſtitute an equitable compact, which 
are the vital principles of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, and without which par- 
liament doth not even pretend to an au- 
thority over the ſubjects within this 
realm, — then it would not be in the 
power, if it (hould be in the inclination, 
of their moſt popular leaders, to per- 


B 2 ſuade 


1 | 
ſuade them that they ought to fight the 


battles of France without having an in- 
tereſt of their own in the cauſe, and to 


endure ſtill longer the evils of war, in 


order to gratify that - monarchy, whoſe 
ſclf-intereſt and ambition alone had 


cauſed her to afford them aſſiſtance. 


And here your memorialiſt cannot but 
expreſs, how inadequate, in his humble 
opinion, the bills, for quieting the diſ- 
turbances in the colonies, now beſore 


your lordſhips, are to this uncommon 
exigency of our affairs; — an exigency, 


which, in his judgement, demands an 
inſtant reconciliation with America at all 
events; and that that great and eſſential 
object ſhould not be ſought with indiffe- 
rence, putſued through the labyrinths 


of negotiation, nor attempted by inex- 
plicit overtures that it ſhould be poſſible 


to miſinterpret; neither ought it to be 
hazarded 


1 

thazarded by an adherence to no- empty 
and inadmiſſible claims, nor ſacrificed to 
the vain hope of recovering that domi- 
nion which our miniſters had not wiſ- 
dom to keep: and much leſs till ought 
parliament to ſee this object of reconci- 

| liation made a mere pretence of, or uſed 
as the means of a ſtate-juggle, in or- | A 
der to amuſe and quiet the nation, and 
to lead it blindful into an European war; 

that fo the public ſcrutiny and vengeance, 4 


now beginning to point towards a few p 
| domeſtic enemies, may be artfully di- | 
yerted to foreign objects: — no matter 


for the national blocd, the national trea- 
ſure, that may be poured out; — no i 
matter that the very exiſtence of the ſtate 6 
be put to hazard ; — ſo that theſe men 


do but provide for their own immediate 3 
ſafety. | | | þ 
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When your lordſhips memorialiſt ſays, 
that the exigency of our affairs demands 
- an inſtant reconciliation with America af 
all events, he does not mean that Great- 
Britain ſhould be thought capable of 
ſtooping to any conditions, which the 
greateſt and proudeſt nations in Europe 
would not, at this moment, gladly enter 
into with the United Colonies of Ame- 
rica, and which emperors might not 
fubſcribe to with honour : but he means 
only, that Great-Britain ſhould not, at 
the laſt moment for deciſion, at the very 
caſt of the die upon which perhaps de- 
pends her fate, unwiſely catch at the 

ſhadow and ſuffer her enemies to ſeize 
vpon the ſubſtance; and ſo to fling away 
after the dominion, which folly hath 
already loſt, thoſe better objects of. good 
policy, commerce, and the affections of 
a free people. 


Now 


1 

Now your lordſhips memorialiſt moſt 
anxiouſly wiſhes, that parliament, in its 
wiſdom, taking into conſideration all 
theſe circumſtances; reſolving to ſee 
things, not as human wiſhes-would have 
them, but as events and nature have 
decided ; reprobating the frivolous. and 
dangerous arts of intrigue, and rejeting 
even the ſpecious cautions of negotiation, 


in a caſe which depends, not upon the A E f 
heads, but upon the hearts and affections, ? 

| of men; in a caſe too of fuch magni- «FF 
tude and urgency, as admits not of thoſe | 7 

mean and wary: modes. of proceeding z | 
would adopt a bold and liberal plan of '* "+ = 


reconciliation, becoming Britiſh dignity, 
and — (may he not add without offence?) 
— the dignity of the United Colonies 
of America: for, freedom is the true dig- 1 
nity of man; and, be their or our ſpecu- | 
lative opinions on government what they 

may, Al 


27 


1 
may, they certainly have ſhewn them- 


ſelves worthy of freedom, and of * 
the allies of a free nation. 


As theſe thirteen colonies have now 
been loſt to this country for more than 


two years paſt; as they have been able 


to maintain themſelves, by their arms 
and unanimity, in the full poſſeſſion and 
enjoyment of their aſſumed ſovereignty; 


and, as it is evident, from experience, 


that, had we no other enemies to arm 
againſt, it would be a fatal policy any 
more to attempt the regaining or redu- 
cing- of them by force or coercion ; fo 
your lordſhips memorialiſt conceives it 
may ſafely be affirmed, that it is now 
no longer. an alternative, whether thoſe 
colonies ſhall be henceforth dependent 
or independent on any country, except 
with their own voluntary aſſent and 


agreement; and that it is therefore the 


evident 


11 


evident dictate of ſound policy, to think 


of none but the meaſures of conciliation, 
perſuaſion, and treaty, By purſuing 
ſuch meaſures, until all their jealoufies 
ſhould be extinguiſhed, your lordſhips 
memorialiſt thinks it poſſible. that the 


_ coloniſts might even be prevailed upon to 


return to a reaſonable degree of depend- 
ence upon this country ; becauſe he be- 


lieves it is a common ſentiment, - both 


here and in America, that ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, under due ſecurities for their liber- 
ty, would be for their intereſt; and 


becauſe, doing it as a matter of choice, 


they might do it with honour, with dig- 
nity: but, if they are men, they cannot 
do it by compulſion : it is not in human 
nature: the heart of man revolts at the 


idea, Let your lordſhips aſk your own 


hearts, if, in their preſent ſituation, 


you would bear to be dictated. to, or to 


be denied the privilege of free- agency. 


C When 
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When it is recollected, that America 
was ſevered from Britain by acts of par- 
liament which needed no interpreters, 
and by armies which, from the Ameri- 
cans, had no invitation, perhaps your 
lordſhips may be induced to wiſh that 
the like unequivocal conduct might now 
mark our proceedings; perhaps your 
lordſhips may think, that, to recal thoſe 
armies, and to paſs one ſuch unambigu- 
ous act of parliament as the preſent criſis 
and the good policy of this eountry ſeem 
to call for, would at once manifeſt the 
cordiality and ſincerity of Great- Britain, 
and implant conviction and confidence in 
the mind of every American. Impedi- 
ments thus removed, the door of recon- 
ciliation would be open, and treaty could 
then ſcarcely fail to have every effect that 
we ought to hope from it for the ſub- 
ſtantial good of this cõuntry: but your 

memorialiſt 


1 


1 cannot too ſtrongly recom- 
mend it to your lordſhips not to let the 
eſſential object, the reconciliation itſelf, 
depend upon treatmy. The magnanimity 
of a Britiſh parliament may, by its act, 
command reconciliation and a beneficial 
union; but, if they are to be treated for 
by emiſſaries of thoſe very miniſters who 
_ cauſed the miſunderſtanding ; who have 
ſo long perſiſted in the mad attempt to 
dragoon free men into an unconditional 
ſubmiſſion; who, by the inhuman uſe of 
the tomahawk and the ſcalping-knife, 
have ſinned againſt America beyond 
forgiveneſs; and who, in the very at- 
tempt to conciliate, have the folly to in- 
ſult their victors with offers of their 
merciful pardons; — if theſe objects are 
to be thus treated for, it is not in the hu- 
man mind to conceive that they are attain- 
able. Ard let your lordſhips well con- 
_ whether the addreſs and ſubtilties, 


2 ns: 


| [ 20 1 | 
and the miſchievous intrigues, of France 
with the congreſs, in ſuch a moment as 


the preſent, can any way be counter- 


acted but by Britiſh frankneſs and ſince- 
rity; but by a wiſe acknowledgement 
of that, which ſhe cannot deny to be a 


fact, and which we fear ſhe hath no 


power to prevent: — whether, at the 
ſame time, it will be wiſer to continue 
our preſent conteſt, at a certainty of its 
plunging us threefold deeper in war and 
in debt, or, by conciliating America, to 


_ baffle the arts of our antient enemies, 
and to have our whole force at liberty 
to awe them into their native ſervility to 
their ſuperiors, or to chaſtiſe them if 
they ſhould chen da e to proceed to hoſ- 


tilities : — whether, again, by means of 
reconciliation, you ſhall become the naval 


. protectors of the colonies for a ſtipulated 


ſubſidy, and thereby render an Ameri- 
can naval force unneceſſary to them, at 
| | the 


F 
the ſame time that you obtain the means 
of augmenting your own; or, by prefer- 


ring war, you ſhall riſk your preſent navy 


in a conflict that may . have fatal conſe- 


quences, at the ſame time that the thir- 


teen United States, ſafe under the wings 
of their allies, ſhall ſpeedily create a 
navy ſuperior to the moſt powerful of 
| thoſe kingdoms, for which nature has 
provided the means, and neceſſity would 
compel her to make uſe of them: — and 


whether, finally, it will be moſt for the 


intereſt or the honour of this country to 


| have an independent America for an ally 


or an adverſary, 


And your lordſhips cannot. but re- 
member, that, in the puny infancy of 
theſe United States, when the new con- 


ſtitutions of government, ſeveral'y adopt- 


ed among them, were ſcarcely Orga- 


nized into life and action; ; when the 


novel 


1 
novel idea of independeney was not yet 
fully rooted in their minds; when their 
 money-refources and ſcheme of finance 
were the objects of our ſhallow ridicule z 
when their new-raiſcd defenfive armies 
were the jeſt and deriſion of the Britiſh 
ſoldiery, and neither arms, nor ammu- 
nition, nor clothing, nor magazines of 
war, were provided in any tolerable pro- 
portion to even the ir inconſiderable and 
undiſciplined force, (now confeſſed and 
known to have been generally leſs in 
numbers than the king's armies;) when 
no foreign power dared to avow their 
cauſe; and when, in ſhort, they were 
deſtitute of every means of ſupport but 
what the mere harveſts and ſtrong holds 


of their country afforded, and they found 
in their owa fortitude and deſite of free/ 
dom; that, nevertheleſs, under all theſe. 
intimidating circumſtances, they undaunt- 
edly demanded of your then commiſſion- 

ers 
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ers an explicit acknowledgment of their 
independency, as a fine qua am, as a 


mere preliminary, to any ſort of treaty ; — 
commiſſioners too at the head of an un- 
waſted force, full of ardout, confident of 


its ' ſtrength, and formidable indeed to 
America, then ſo ill prepared for reſiſ- 


tance ; but a force which is now deſpiſed; 
and the remnants of which are pent up 
within little more compaſs of ground 
than they can ſtand upon, if not by this 
time driven into their ſhips for ſafety, by 
this very enemy whom they fo lately 
held in ſuch contempt. 


And, not here to run into a needleſs 


repetition, in order to ſhew that the di- 


rect reverſe of all thoſe circumſtances, ſo 


unfavourable at the time to the cauſe of 
America, and ſo favourable to the de- 
ſigns of her enemies, is now the ſtubborn 
fact, nor to advert to various other cor- 


reſponding 
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: 24 J hes 
reſponding facts which might be addu- 
ced, your memorialiſt will only remind 
your lordſhips, that this country had 
then in her boſom thoſe thouſands of 
her ſons who have fallen in this melan- 
choly conteſt, and in her coffers thoſe 
millions which incapable and wicked mi- 


niſters have ſquandered in the proſecution 
of it. 


Is this, then, a period, your lordſhips 
memorialiſt would aſk, when this 
kingdom is to renew a war of ſo much 
ignorance and inſanity ? Is this a period 
when it can be ſuppoſed that the con- 
greſs will abate one jota of its former 


demand ? Is this a period for infatu- 


ated miniſters to be holding out to 


America their exemptions from taxation 


and aſſurances of pardon? Is this a 


period for parliament to give its ſanction 
to meaſures ſo big with ruin and cala- 
mity, 


25 J 


mity, as are thoſe of barring the- door 
againſt a reconcikation with' "Artiericag' 
and throwing open the wide gites of 
war in every quarter of the globe? Or 


is it a pe: ĩod for the people of this abuſed 


nation to ſeal their lips, and ſtand the 
ſtent beholders of their own e [6h 


£ 


1 ſhould ſeem, that thoſe deadly and 
unrelenting enemies of their country, 
who have loft us the colonies, who 
have tirniſhed the glory of our arms, 
who have betrayed our ſovereign, who 


| hate deceived parliament; and who 
have endeavoured to delude and impoſe 


upon the whole nation, take an infer- 
nal delight m mocking our diftrefs at 
this perilous moment, by dictating mea- 
futes which common · ſenſe muſt pro- 
nounce to be abſurd; that they are 
ſtill unwearied in the ways of miſchief, 
and ſeek now to involve us with addi- 
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tional enemies, to add war to war, debt 
to debt, ruin to ruin; and that even 
here they cannot ſtop, but are deter- 
mined, in order that diſgrace may keep 
pace with calamity, that the triumph 
of America and the humiliation of Great- 
Britain, the aſcendant of the congreſs 
and the degradation of parliament, ſhall, 
if they can prevail, be rendered com- 
plete, by ſending their agents, meanly as 
fruitleſſly, to negotiate away, in detail, 
thoſe mighty pretenſions yet verbally 
retained in their bills, but which they 
know will go for ſhadows and for 
nothings on the other fide of the At- 
lantic; or by purpoſely ſubmitting to 
have that extorted from them, which 
they have ' neither ſenſe nor magna- 


nimity to offer, nor power to with- 
hold. 


If 


1 


If the colonies be independent in 
fact, and in a capacity to remain ſo, 
without the permiſſion and good plea» 
ſure of any nation upon earth, vill it 
not be intrinſic wiſdom: and ſound poli- 


cy, at a criſis 4 awful and alarming 


as the preſent, for parliament to ſab⸗ 
{cribe to the decree of nature, and to ſay, 
— bor ou 5 
Moſt reſpectfully ſubmitting | theſe 
ſentiments and  peace-offerings of his 
anxious heart to the mature conſidera- 
tion of your lordſhips, and not preſuming 
to expect that they ſhould have any 
more weight than, from the juſtneſs 
of the realoning, and their tendency 
to promote the ſubſtantial intereſts, 
and preſerve the public honour, of the 


ſtate, they may juſtly” deſerve, your 


petitioner molt earneſtly - prays, that 
ö + your 
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your lordſhips will interfere in this great 


work of reconciliation, as becomes the 
dignity and duty of the hereditary coun- 
cil of the nation; and that your lordſhips 


will particularly be pleafed to repre- 


ſent unto. his majeſty, by an addreſs, 
that thoſe men, who have already loſt 
him half the dominions of his crown, 


ate unfit to be any longer entruſted 


with the care and management of 
what remains; and therefore to ex- 
hort his majeſty, as he would avert 
the impending ruin with- which his 
whole dominions are threatened, imme- 
diately to remove thoſe men from his 
perſon and councils. And your peti- 
tioner likewiſe ſeriouſly and. urgently 
prays, that your lordſhips will ſpeedily 
enter upon ſome effectual mode of 
guarding, even from ſuſpicion, and 
of reſtoring, if in any degree it be 
impaired, the independency of parliament, 

| as 
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as the only laſting ſecurity for the cõn- 


fidence of America after the with:d-for 
reconciliation may take place, as the ſole 


ſource of dignity and luſtre to your right- 


honourable houſe, and as eſſential to the 
very exiſtence of the national liberty. 


( 


THE END. 
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